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possible reopened for a short time in the
1840s, Duke of Devonshire

transhipment of goods with Butterley
Ironworks located above the tunnel

two levels, John Gilbert

Cornelius Flint for Duke of Devonshire - link
to John Gilbert, John Taylor later who
reduces the size of the level being excavated
named after the Duke of Devonshire, served
Buckett Engine Pit, John Gilbert probably
involved

John Gilbert involved

cost £32,000, paid off within two years after
completion. Richard Trevithick provides
steam pump c1802. Becomes Alport Mining
Co. in 1839 when JohnTaylor involved. John
Gilbert involved with Stanton Inclosures
Sough ¢1790.

only 30cm lower than the Chesterfield Canal
From 1788 the level was developed as a
tourist attraction, canal replaced by tramway
became Tipton Tunnel when Dudley Tunnel
opened in Oct 1792

pen stocks within tunnel to raise water level
for boats

Mines associated with tunnel: Wheal
Crowndale, Gunnis Lake, Wheal Crebor

John Gilbert (involved with mining leases in
the area with Earl of Carlisle and others in
1771) and John Smeaton involved (Smeaton
and Richard Walton were Receivers for the
Hospital), sough built navigable for spoil
removal, possibly at Gilbert's suggestion.
John Taylor involved later, 1823c. Owner
Greenwich Hospital Estates. Original level
small, enlarged (for boats?) in 1777/8. By
1805 11,472 feet driven, agreed to use boats
for removing rubbish. By 1810 Lovelady
Shield shaft reached, 13,325 feet. Navigable
section ends here.

may not have been used by boats; too small

3 ton capacity boats

level possibly 4-5 feet wide, boats to
carry 1 ton?

boats used during construction, later Farey
boats used for construction of
branches 36 feet long by 3 feet wide.

boats 6.1m long carrying 7 ton Farey

boats 23 to 24 feet long, 4 feet wide,
to carry 45-50 cwt

total cost £81,000, mining ceases
¢1951 in the area

boats 1.8m long, 1.4m broad with
0.3m draft
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Two tunnels provide access to quarry

Two levels

only mine canal built exclusively for
transport, John Gilbert involved
James Watt suggestion

John Gilbert involved

John Gilbert one of lessees, two navigable
levels, John Taylor involved later

engineers possibly Robert Morris and
William Edwards
cost £45,000

fall on the adit required several staunches to
make it navigable

commenced as coal level, but natural bitumen
found instead
inclines used instead

Israel Rhodes for Grand Canal Co. proposed
branch from Athy for drainage and transport,
in the mines a drainage tunnel could be
enlarged for boats. David Aher surveys tunnel
after Rhodes returns to England in 1804.
Nine feet square, only 180-200 feet driven,
see Nent Force Level for other details

boats 3.7m long, 0.9m wide, level
2.1m wide

boats 6 feet by 30 feet with draft 18
inches carrying 4.5 tons, canal 2 feet
deep and 9 feet wide, possibly
surface section

Boats 20 feet by 3 feet, carrying four
tons, level 4 feet 7.5 inches wide

tub boats of 12 ton capacity
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